	
	

	[image: image1.jpg]RocxkareLLow
——LAW FIRM.





	Settling the Minor Child’s Case

	January 5, 2011
	Volume 3, Number 3

	2438 E. Broadway Blvd. Tucson, Arizona  85719

520-750-1800 (Voice)

520-750-1676 (Fax)

800-264-4529 (Toll Free)

Contact Us:
http://www.rockafellowlaw.com/
mailto:Leighton@rockafellowlaw.com
	     Processing a case for a minor child is a grave responsibility for any lawyer. The Rockafellow Law Firm understands this and handles all children’s cases with great care.

Arizona Statutory Law provides that settlements of $10,000 or more need not require court approval.  

     However, Arizona Case Law requires that the court approve all settlements for minors.  

Consequently, the safe road is to get all settlements for minor children approved by the court. 

This is a time consuming and expensive task.  A separate case has to be filed in Probate Court.  A guardian (usually but not always one of the parents) has to be appointed.  Often, a “special master” is appointed by the court to investigate whether or not the settlement is appropriate and in the best interests of the child.  The funds then need to be invested in safe secure investments until the child reaches the age of majority. 

     For smaller cases, the task sometimes costs more than the case is worth.  Many practitioners will not handle cases for minor children unless the case has a value of $25,000 or more. 

     The Rockafellow Law Firm has always been a leader in representing the rights of children injured by someone else’s negligence.  Leighton Rockafellow was the lawyer for the child in the case that ruled that all settlements had to be approved by the court. (Gomez v Maricopa County, 1997)

     If your child has been injured by someone else’s negligence call The Rockafellow Law Firm today.  We promise your child will be treated with care and concern.     
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Leighton H. Rockafellow

Certified Specialist in Personal Injury and Wrongful Death

Author of Diminished Capacity, Immaculate Deception and Final Option, 

novels of legal suspense. 

Available at:

http://www.amazon.com/ 

http://www.iuniverse.com/bookstore
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