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	For a small additional premium, every auto insurer in Arizona offers medical payments coverage.  The is referred to as “Medical No Fault” on your declarations page and is commonly referred to by lawyers and insurance adjustors as “Med Pay.”  The question becomes, why should you carry “Med Pay” and what can it do for you?   

You should carry it because it offers no fault protection to pay medical bills to you and anyone riding in your car if you are involved in a collision; even it is your fault.  It is a per person limit with no limit on the number of persons in the car.  If you have a $5000 per person limit and you are driving a 9 passenger Suburban with 9 persons injured, it will pay up to $45,000 in medical benefits to the injured persons. “Med Pay” payouts of $5,000 or less per person never have to be paid back.   

Many people who carry health insurance decline “med pay.”  This is a mistake.  “Med Pay” will pay your deductibles and co pays and is available to pay the hospital balance bill liens that the hospitals routinely file in auto accident cases.  

“Med Pay” payouts that exceed $5,000 per person must be paid back if you recover from a third person.  Example:  You and your spouse are injured.  You each collect $10,000 in “Med Pay.”  When you recover from the party who caused the collision, you will each have to pay your “Med Pay” carrier $5,000 back.  However, if you caused the collision, you will recover from no one and the “Med Pay” does not have to be paid back. 

“Med Pay” also gives you flexibility in your choice of providers.  Many health insurance plans limit Physical Therapy to no more than 12 visits per year.  Many injuries require much more treatment than that.  “Med Pay” gives you the flexibility to treat outside of your health insurance plan and still have the treatment paid for from insurance, not personal funds. 

Think of “Med Pay” as a mini health insurance policy built into your auto policy.  It is there for you and your family as well as any passenger.  It will extend to you even if you are hit by a car while walking as a pedestrian, or while riding a bicycle.       

The Rockafellow Law Firm recommends “Med Pay” coverage of at least $25,000.  Check with your agent to see if you have “Med Pay.”  If you don’t, add it.  If you do, make sure you have at least $25,000.  The added cost is minimal, and the added benefit is great.  And in case you are wondering, using “Med Pay” will not raise your insurance rates!  
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