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	            An essential element in any case involving a catastrophically injured person is the life care plan.


The definition of a catastrophically injured person is someone who will need continuous medical and attendant care for a lifetime.  The head/brain injured and paraplegic, hemiplegic, quadriplegic, blind and deaf safely meet the definition of catastrophically injured. 


The foundation for a life care plan is the age of the catastrophically injured person at the time of injury.  Most catastrophic injuries do not affect life expectancy, but they greatly affect the need for care to ensure the injured person lives a full life with dignity. 


By example, someone stricken blind at age 20 has a normal life expectancy of 58.2 years according to recognized actuarial life expectancy projections.  However, that person is going to need services that a sighted person would not need for the rest of his or her life. 


The cost of Braille training, service animals, tutors, and companions to assist the person with activities of daily living such as cooking, transportation, bill paying, and hygiene becomes a huge element of the life care plan. 


Life care planners are generally registered nurses with advanced training in rehabilitation services and life care planning.  To a great extent, the quality of the life care plan depends on the quality and training of the life care planner.


The Life Care Planner meets with various professionals, including treating physicians and vocational and occupational experts to determine what services will be needed and then projects the level of service required and the projected cost of such services over the lifetime of the injured person.  


Projecting the cost of an annual eye exam or the cost of a single medication over a lifetime is a sobering experience.  It is the life care planner’s job to think of everything, and the phrase “it all adds up” rings very true with a comprehensive life care plan.   It is not unusual for life care plans involving even part time attendant care to range from $3 to $5 million dollars for a person having a life expectancy of 50 years or more. 


Choosing when and when not to employ a life care planner is a decision that only an experienced lawyer can make. 


With 37 years of experience in representing the catastrophically injured, Leighton Rockafellow has the experience needed to make the judgment call as to when and when not to employ a life care planner.  It is a decision not taken lightly and is reserved for cases that not only involve the catastrophically injured, but also include a defendant with the resources available to pay a judgment that would involve a life care plan. 


For further information about life care planning call the Rockafellow Law Firm at 520-750-1800 or email Leighton Rockafellow directly at Leighton@rockafellowlaw.com.    
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Leighton H. Rockafellow

Certified Specialist in Personal Injury and Wrongful Death

Author of Diminished Capacity, Immaculate Deception and Final Option, 

novels of legal suspense. 

Available at:

http://www.amazon.com/ 

http://www.iuniverse.com/bookstore
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