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	If you were treated in an emergency room following an automobile collision or a fall in a commercial business, the chances are very good that you will receive a notice of hospital lien from the hospital you were treated at.

The lien notice looks extremely official, and it is.  It scares the people who receive it, and it should.  “But I have insurance, and my insurance company paid!” you think to yourself.  Yes, that is usually true, and yet the hospital still has the right to “Balance Bill.”  Most of the time your insurance carrier has the right to be reimbursed for what they paid as well.   

Hospitals have contractual agreements with insurance companies to accept payments at less than the retail rates a non-insured patient would be billed.  By way of example, if a bill is for $100, the insurance company might pay $60, and that would be the end of it if no one else were responsible for causing your injury.

However, if you have a third party claim, meaning someone else caused your injury and you have the right to sue that person for your injuries, the hospital has the right to collect the “balance bill” (see example above, in this case the $40 difference between retail and contractual).

The hospital asserts a “lien” against your recovery by putting you and the at fault party and the at fault party’s insurance company on notice that at the time of settlement, the lien has to be satisfied. 

This is done under statutory as well as case law authority and has imposed a huge burden on injured persons, defendant’s insurance carriers, and the lawyers representing both sides.  An unsatisfied hospital lien can create huge problems post settlement for all concerned. Verifying liens and negotiating them down has become a huge priority for all of us at the Rockafellow Law Firm.  Every dollar we can save a client by negotiating a reduction in a hospital lien is a dollar that can go into a client’s pocket.    

Many law firms do not attempt to negotiate these liens.  The Rockafellow Law Firm does and is successful in doing so more often than not.

If you have received notice of a hospital lien following treatment in any hospital, bring it to our attention immediately.  Ignoring it will not make it go away.  Let us work for you and negotiate that lien to the lowest amount possible to save you money and increase the amount of your settlement or award.  At the same time, the Rockafellow Law Firm will negotiate with your insurance carrier to minimize the amount it will recover as well.  All of this increases the client’s bottom line, and that is our pledge to all of our clients:  Maximum recovery with minimum paybacks to the greatest extent possible, for every client, every time, every case.      
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